BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

galloped over the hill. With blood-curdling cries they
descended upon him. Roused at last, he forsook his
leisurely mien. Armed only with a shepherd's crook,
he laid about him, felling the two nearest warriors. He
sprang at another, unhorsed him, and killed him with a
single blow. Time and again he triumphed, until the
noise and shouting attracted the attention of the villagers
mending their nets in the sheltered cove below. Amazed,
they crept near the scene to watch spellbound, until all
but -one of the Persians was killed; a big man clad iu
shining armour, and obviously the leader. He dismounted
and closed with the nearly exhausted Houl. Long and
fiercely they wrestled, now one gaining an advantage,
now the other, until HouPs great strength proved victorious,
and the Persian warrior lay on the ground, his back broken.

"The villagers, seeing his success, rushed forth to
greet their champion, and carried him shoulder high.
The fighting over, he beamed all over his face, radiating
amiability, not fully realizing the service he had rendered
by saving them from the onslaught of the raiders.

"Possessed of the armour and horses, clothing and
accoutrements of his fallen foes, Houl became a wealthy
man, and, according to village standards, an eligible
bachelor. Mucki therefore gave him his eldest daughter
in marriage. They had four sons, each of whom inherited
the strength of their father, and formed the nucleus of the
tribe of Ben Houl, rich and lawless. Because of their
great strength they had complete power over anyone
with whom they came in contact.

"You may not know that the Quran declares it unlawful
to plunder the living.

" 'Very well/ argued the children of Houl, cwe will wait
until they are dead. And what is more, we shall not wait
long. We will kill them ourselves. The Quran permits
us to strip the dead.'"

Rumi paused, to see how we had taken his story*
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